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To the Editor of the Gospel Herald. 
SALVATION. 
{ Concluded.] 


I have shown above that salvation is not from the 
punishment of sin, but from sin itself, how or in 
whatever manner effected. It remains for me to 
show who are the subjects of it. And these, 1 con- 
tend, are they who believe on the Lord Jesus Christ 
and keep his commandments. This I prove from 
Scripture. By believing on the Lord Jesus Christ, 
I understand faith in him as the manifested God 
and Saviour. 
a life in obedience to the Divine commandments. 

When Christ healed the centurion’s servant, 

Matt. viii.5. and following verses) he said unto him, 
* Go thy way, and as thou hast believed be it done 
unto thee.” Here, though the centurion’s servant 
was healed of a natural disorder, yet it was the 
centurion himself, whose faith in the Lord and Sa- 
viour had rendered him an object of praise and 
admiration to his heavenly Father; for he says, on 
the centurion’s humble request of him, that he 
would come and heal his servant, ‘ [ have not found 
so great faith, no, not in Israel.’ But what was 
this faith ? A faith in Jesus as the manifested God 
of heaven and earth. For when he answered him 
that he would come and heal his servant, the cen- 
turion replies that he was not worthy that he should 
come under his roof, but says he, ‘ speak the word 
only, and my servant shall be healed.’ 

Jesus said unto the woman whom he healed of 
the issue of blood, (Matt. ix. 22.) ‘thy faith hath 
made thee whole.’ That this also was a faith in Je- 
sus as the only God of heaven and earth, is plain 
from what is said of the woman in the preceding 
verse, ‘for she said within herself, If I may but 
touch the hem of his garment, I shall be whole,’ 
for from whom but the Omnipotent God can such 
virtue proceed, even from the hem of his garment? 
So when he restored the two blind, men to sight, as 
related in the same chap. from 28th to 30th verse, 
when he came into the house, he said unto them; 
‘ Believe ye that J am able to do this? They said 
unto him, Yea, Lord. Then touched he their eyes, 
saying, According to your faith be it unto you’ 

The above are adduced out of a multitude of 
other proofs of the same kind, merely to show that 
it was faith in Jesus, as the Omnipotent God of 
heaven and earth, by which in the days of his flesh 
he healed the natural disorders of men, which all 
represented and signified the healing of spiritual 
disorders or deliverance from sin. And that it is 
by the same faith, that he heals our spiritual dis- 
orders, is plain from this, ‘ And they brought unto 
hima man sick of the palsy, lying on a bed; and 
Jesus seeing their faith, said unto the sick of the 
palsy, Son, be of good cheer, thy sins be forgiven 
thee.’ (Matt. ix. 2.) Why did our Lord on this oc- 
easion say unto the sick of the palsy ‘ thy sins be 
forgiven thee, when it was obvious that the man 
came to be healed of his natural disorder, unless 
there was some connexion between that and the 
forgiveness of sins? This the Scribes did not com- 
prehend, and therefore, they said, ‘ this man blas- 
phemeth.’ But Jesus knowing their thoughts said, 
* Wherefore think you evil in your hearts? For 


whether is it easier to say, thy sins be forgiven thee, | 


or to say, arise and walk. But that ye may know 
that the Son of man hath power on earth to forgive 
sins, (then saith he to the sick of the palsy) arise, 
take up thy bed, and go into thine own house. And 
he aruse and departed to his house.’ Let me ask 
again, how was this a proof that the Son of man 
had power on earth to forgive sins? Does not the 


And by keeping his commandments, | 
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Lord here plainly teach the carnal Jews, that it 


was by faith in him as the Omnipotent God of 


heaven and earth, that salvation was to be obtained: 
For to convince them that he had power to forgive 
sins, he says to the sick of the palsy, ‘ take up thy 
bed aad walk.’ And to show them by healing their 


natural disorders was represented and signified the | 


healing of their spiritual disorders, or the saving 
them trom their sins, he said to the sick of the palsy, 
when he was brought to be healed of that infirmity, 
‘ thy sins be forgiven thee.’ 

But there are direct proofs in abundance to the 
same effect. I will advance one or two of them. 
* As Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, 
even so must the Son of man be lifted up; that 
whosoever believeth in him, should not perish, but 
have eternal life. For God so loved the world, 
that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosvever 
believeth in him, should not perish but have everlast- 
ing life. For God sent not his Son into the world 
to condemn the world, but that the world through 
him might be saved. He that believeth on him is 
not condemned; but he that believeth notis con- 
demned already, because he hath not believed in 
the name of the only begotten Son of God.’ (John 
iii. 14—18.) 

Here faith in the Lord Jesus Christ is declared 
to be essential to the possession of everlasting 
life. Again, in the 36th verse of the same chap. it 
is said, * He that believeth on the Son hath everlast- 
ing life; and he that believeth not the Son sbkall not 
see life.’ 

The greatest, as is supposed, of human authority 
has said, ‘ By grace are ye saved through faith, and 
that not of yourselves, it isthe giftof God.’ Here 
again, faith is made the essential of salvation. (It 
is immaterial which way we understand this pas- 
sage, whether salvation, or faith, or grace, be the 
gilt of God, it is still through faith, that we are 
saved; and to believe is as much an act on the part 
of the believer, as to do. The one is an act of the 
understanding, the other of the will. Therefore 
plainly acondition-) To multiply passages is need- 
less. The above I hope are sufficient. Atany rate 
they ought to be. 

Let us now see whethera life according to the 
commandments, be not equally necessary with fatth 
to entitle usto salvation. ‘ Blessed are they that 
do his commandments, that they may have right to 
the tree of life, and may enter in through the gates 
into the city.’ Rev. xxii. 14. * Beloved, if our heart 
condemn us not, then have we confidence toward 
God; and whatsoever we ask, we receive of him, 
because we keep his commandments, and do those 
things that are pleasing in his sight. 1 John iii. 21. 
* And I saw the dead, small and great, stand before 
God; and the books were opened, and another 
book was opened, which is the book of Life ; and 
the dead were judged out of those things which 
were written in the books, according to their works. 
Rev. xx. 12. ‘ And they were judged every man 
according to his works.’ 13th verse. 

Our Lord, in conclusion of his memorable ser- 
mon on the mount, says,‘ Not every one that saith 
unto me, Lord, Lord, shall enter into the kingdom 
of heaven; but he that doeth the will of my Fa- 
ther which is in heaven.’ Matt. vii. 22. ‘ Therefore 
whosoever heareth these sayings of mine and doeth 
them, I will liken unto a wise man,’ &c. 24th verse. 
‘And every one that heareth these sayings of mine 
and doeth them not, shall be likened unto a foolish 
man,’ Kc. 26th verse. 

If these paséages, and a multitude of others of the 
same import, do not inculcate the doctrine that 
obedience to the Divine command,or a good life, are 
essential to salvation, | must confess | am at a loss 
to understand their meaning. What was the end and 
object of our Lord's instructions? Was it not to 


lead men in the way to happiness ? Aud what was 


this way? Was it not holiness? And can man be 
| holy without being good? * Except a man be born 
again,says Christ, he cannot enter into the kingdom 
|ot God.’ To be born again, must have relation to 
| ourselves, and can we be born again without some 
| change wrought in our hearts and lives, represent- 
ed and signified by these words ? 
| It will perhaps be objected, that an apostle hath 
said, ‘By grace are ye saved, through faith, and 
| that not of yourselves, it is the gift of God, 
| But another apostle (James) has said,‘ By works a 
| man is justified, and not by faith only To draw 
| rom single passages of this kind, the fundamental 
doctrines of our faith, without regard to the par- 
ticular oceasion on which they were written, or 
without considering them in reference to the main 
design and end of the writer, is, to say the least of 
it, a very unsafe mode of reasoning. This 1 con- 
ceive to be the fruitful source of all the errors of 
Universalism. And if some competent hand would 
collect together, and point out the true force and 
meaning of these insulated texts, he would do Chris- 
tianity a service. I do not mean that Universalists 
alone have deceived themselves, by this mode of 
proceeding; others have done the same. That 
monstrous tenet of salvation by faith alone, as held 
by the Calvinists, has had its origin from a single 
passage of the apostle, totally misunderstood, and 
altogether wrongfully applied. 

* By grace are ye saved.’ True. But then it is by 
grace ‘through faith.” Faith, therefore, is essential 
to salvation. But by faith again, is not meant 
simply, belief; because faith is two-fold; in the un- 
derstanding, and also in the will. Faith in the 
understanding only, is that species of faith which is 
possessed by those of whom our Lord speaks above, 
that they hear his words, but do them not ; whereas 
faith in the understanding and in the will, is that 
species of faith which is professed by those, who 
hear his sayings and do them. And this is the faith 
which the apostle means, when he says,‘ By grace 
are ye saved through faith.’ That itis of grace it 
cannot be denied. And what is there, | would ask, 
which we possess, that is not? It is of God that we 
live, move, and have our being. They are all the 
giftof God. 

J. C. 


REMARKS. 


Of J. C.’s eighth paragraph, relative to those who 
are the subjects of salvation, and in answer to his 
definition of faith, ‘ Believing on the Lord Jesus 
Christ as the manifested God and Saviour,’ &c., we 
observe, that our believing that Christ is our Saviour 
will not make him our Saviour; and except he was 
our Saviour before we believed it, we are called upon 
to believe a lie. And itis impossible for Jesus Christ 
to be our Saviour, except he actually saves us; 
agreeably to the declaration, ‘ He shall be called 
Jesus, (Saviour) for he shall save his people from 
| their sins.’ Not be called (Saviour) Jesus, because 
jhe shall make it possible for them to comply with 
|eonditions and be saved! The Scriptures declare 
j that Jesus is the Saviour; and John said, * Behold 
ithe Lamb of God, which taketh away the sins of 
|the world.’ Now if the sins of the world will never 
| be taken away by Christ, the Lamb of God, it then 
| follows inevitably, that John was mistaken. And if 
the Lamb of God does take away the sins of the 
world, kosmou, all men,) it then follows, of necessity, 
that the sufferings of the world, the consequence 
of sin, will cease. Reader, if John told the truth, 
and J. C. is correct in his definition of the word 
salvation, (and we think he is) where is the obstacle 
in the way to the happiness of the world ? 

J. C. in his ninth paragraph, introduces Matt. 
viii. 5, &c., to prove the instrumentality of faith in 
salvation. Now, we are quite willing to acknow 
ledge, that no man ever did, or ever williexpesience 
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the joys of salvation without faith in the Lord Jesus 
Christ. 

In his tenth paragraph, J. C. introduces a number 
of quotations from the Seriptures, to prove that faith 
is ——s* salvation. his we grant; but let it 
be remembered, that for a thing to be necessary, 
and to be a condition, are two things. It is necessa- 
ry that a man should eat food, to live ; and he can- 
not live without; but life is not conditional on eat 
ing ; if it were, aman would live as long as ~e did 
eat! And it is remarkable, that this necessity exists 
independent of the man, who cannot procure what 
is necessary for himself, but it is given him by bis 
heavenly Father. If life was conditiona! on eating, 
the man could furnish himself with lis food, inde- 

ndent of any other being; for it is absurd, to the 
ast degree, to suppose a condition imposed by a 
superior Being, upon an inferior, and the terms of 
that condition require the exercise of a superior 
power to comply with them! 


J. C. in his eleventh paragraph proceeds, and in- | 


troducing the ‘ lifting up of the serpent in the wilder- | 
ness,’ &c., a as follows— Even so must the 
Son of man be lifted up; that whosoever believeth 
on him should not perish, but have eternal life. For 
God so loved the world, that he gave his only be- 
gotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should 
not perish, but have everlasting life For God sent 
not his Soninto the world to condemn the world, 
but that the world through him might be saved. He 
that believeth on him is not condemned, but he that 
believeth not is condemned already, because he hath 
not believed in the name of the only begotten Son 
of God. John iii. Now weare free to acknowledge 
that unbelievers perish. And that all unbelievers are 
under condemnation. And we urge the considera- 
tion of the reason assigned for their condemnation 
and perishing, which is, because they do not believe 
in the name of the only begotten Son of God. 
What is the name? Ans. Jesus, Saviour! Those 
who do not believe in his name, are condemned. 
Here is cause and consequence. *‘ There is no other 
name given under heaven among men, whereby 
we must be saved, but the name of Jesus.’ Conse- 
quently, there can be no salvation to any but those | 
who believe in Ais name; ad so long as men re- 





main in unbelief of the salvation of God, so long | can never be controverted. 
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immaterial which way we understand this passage ; 
whether salration—faith—or grace—be the gift of 
God, it is still through faith that we are saved ; and 
to believe, is as much an act onthe part of the 
believer, as to do. The one is the act of the under- 
standing, the other of the will, Therefore, plainly 
a condition.’ Supposing a man should offer J. C. 
310.000, on the condition of believing that New- 
York was the city of London, and that the late 
trial of the Queen was held in the City Hall, &c., 
here would be a condition, and all J.C. would have 
to do would only be to believe it, and then, he would 
receive $10,000.— And to believe is as much} an 
act of the understanding, as to do (any thing) is an 
act of the will’—Could he comply with the con- 
dition ? We think not. But we think, according to 
St. Paul’s declaration, the case is a little different. 
Paul says, that */fuith is the gift of God.’ And to 
put the matter at rest, declares, it is ‘not of your- 
selves—not of works! We ask J.C. of his condi- 
tion, whether that is ef the man; and whether 
itis a work? If J.C. answers in the affirmative, 
then, we say, it is not the essential thing Paul speaks 
of; because Paul declares it is not of yourselves! 
If J.C. answers in the negative, then we say, no 
man can be made miserable for not doing that 
which he cannot do! And further, it is no condition 
at all. J.C. appears to ground his argument upon 
the necessity of the case. If it is essential, then the 
essential thing must be a conditional thing. The 
motion of the lungs is very essential to life. Is 
respiration, therefore, conditional? In God we 
live, move, and have our being, and in him are all 
our ways. Now this is essential; it is even in- 
dispensable, (though not more so than faith,) but, is 
it conditional 2? Let a stone be dropped from any 
height within our atmosphere, and that principle io 
nature called gravitation is essential and indispensa- 
ble to its falling to the earth; Is it conditional with 
the stone to fall, fly off, or remain stationary ? Now 
the principle, or power of gravity, is the gift of God, 
as much, and no more, nor less, than Faith is the 
giftof God. And the falling of the stone is just as 
much of itself, as faith is of ourselves. And the 
stone can boast of its falling, with as much rea- 
son, as man can boast of his faith. We believe this 
With a view to prevent 








they are under condemnation, and in a perishing | the possibility of misconstruction, we remark—that 


condition. 


not to condemn the world ! Will God change? Will 
he atany future time cease to love the world? Will} 
he be dis ippointed, and the object for which Christ | 
vever be obtained? No! [tis worthy of re- 


Catie, 


But we are instructed, that God lored | 
the world--that he sent his Son to save the world, | 


so far from attempting to lessen the force of J. C.’s 
reasoning, relative to faith being essential to salva- 
tion, we would rather increase it; for if there can 
be no salvation without faith, it is incontestably 
true, that faith being the medium through which we 
are saved, and it being true, likewise, that we are 


mark, (nat itis not declared that Christ came te tell saved through Christ, it follows of consequence, 


the world of mankind that they must save them- | 
selves 
salvation but through him—Consequently, ali who 
deny, and disbelieve this truth, from) necessity re- 
miain iva state of condemnation They are con- 
demned already! Their own declarations relative 
to what they mast in the future do to be saved, 
prove that in their opinion the work not done ; 
and in their opinion, what Christ came to effect he 
was pot able to aceomplish; and tiey proclaim 
their own condemnation; deny the only Savieur; 
* forsake the fountaia of living waters, and hew out 


to themselves cisterns, broken cisteras which can | 


hold no water? 

J. C. in his twelfth paragraph, says, ‘ Here faith in 
the Lord Jesus Christ, is declired to be essential to 
the possession of everlasting life.’ his we perfect- 
ly agree with, Bot we again remark —there is a 
difference between faith being essential, or necessa- 
ry, and being a condition. And we hay eno hesita- 
tion in saying, this is 2 position which can never be 
controverted. J. C. continues —* Again, in the 
36th verse of the same chap. it is said, * He that 
believeth on the Sena hath everlasting life; and he 
that Selieveth not the Sen, shall not see life.” Here 
we agree ogain perfectly. Here is cause and conse- 
quence. And we believe there never was, nor 
ever wi'l be an unbeliever who ever did, or ever 
will see life! But you will please to notice, that 
when a mor believes, he is an unbeliever no longer. 

J.C. in lis thirteenth paragraph, quotes Paul's 
declaration, ‘ By grace are ye saved through faith, 
and that not of yourselves,’ &c., and remarks, ‘ It is 


~{ hrist came to save the world—there is no | 


that if Jesus, the Saviour, does not give the faith, 
that he leaves the work imperfect; and a very es- 
sential part of salvation, without which all else is 
good for nothing, is omitted, and man not being 
saved, Jesus Christ, of necessity, is not the Saviour! 
Here is the conclusion, and those who do not like 
it, can dispose of it only by giving up the premisses 
on which itis founded—there is no other remedy! 

J. C. in his fourteenth paragraph, quotes a num- 
| ber of passages; and observes, ‘ Let us now see 
whether a life according to the commandments, be 
vot equally necessary with faith, to entitle us to 
salvation. Now we contend, that faith will pro- 
duce works, which will always be in proportion to 
the fiith. We believe this is as certain, as itis 
| certain that heat and cold, will expand and con- 
| tract the mereury in the thermometer ; and thata 
| man’s works are as effectually influenced by his faith, 
as the mercury is acted upon by the changes in the 
atmosphere. Whether this comparison (which we 
think a just one,) will redound to the honour of our 
pious folks, is another consideration. It is there- 
fore evideut, that faith and works, are cause and 
effect. Faith will produce works, but works will not 
roduce faith! Now it being an incontrovertible 
‘facet, that an effect cannot erist without having a 
cause, it follows, that the effect must be less than the 
cause; the cause having the precedence in priority 
of time, and has therefore, the pre-eminence ; the 
effect being produced, owes its every existence to the 
cause. God is the giver of the cause, whicn is 
faith, and man is therefore emphatically indebted 
[to him for every good and perfect gift. J.C. has 


| 
1 
| 
; 





settled the question, that all shall be saved wh» 
| believe in the Lord Jesus Christ; and we presume 
he would not deny, but that a man may leada 
sinful life for seventy years, and one hour before he 
dies, receive from God, faith in the Lord Jesus 
Christ. The man, therefore, must be saved. But, 
if all are damned whose lives are not in conformity 
with this faith, which this man received only one 
hour before his death, he must be damned likewise: 
and his faith, so far from availing him any thing, 
would in the end prove to be no faith at all; for he 
believed that Christ was his Saviour, and instead of 
Christ’s saving him, he damns him for ever! It js 
really astonishing, that men, whose decisions on 

uestions relative to their meney concerns, and to 
the variety of subjects on which they are called to 
act, and decide, are so prompt and correct, should, 
in this, of all concerns the most weighty, introduce 
a species of reasoning, and draw conclusions, 
which, in their worldly concerns, would ruin 
their reputations for prudence and sagacity, to say 
the least, if it did not make them inmates of a luna- 
tic hospital. Now, we ask, What is the com- 
mandment of God? Ans. Believe—believe! Be- 
lieve what ? ‘ Believe in the Lord Jesus Christ, and 
thou shalt be saved.’ Cana man be saved, that is, 
experience the joys of salvation, without believing, 
without faith? Never! As well mighta man whose 
senses were steeped in the most profound sleep, 
experience, and his mind be acted upon by the 
transaction which happened during his s!eep. Man- 
kind are sleeying—their senses as steeped in the 
most profound and stupifying drowsiness of the 
traditions of men—of error! They neither see nor 
hear the things which belong to their eternal peace ; 
for they are hidden from their eye-. The blind are 
leaders of the blind, and millions have fallen into 
the ditches, dug by Calvin, Arminius, Hopkins, and 
others ; who, in the true spirit of contradiction, seek 
refuge ina faith they cannot define, and when close 
ly pursued, retreat to works they never can practise! 
We regret that J. C. in quoting 1 John iii. 21. had 
not added the next verse, which appears to be ne- 
cessary to understand the passage— And this is his 
commandment, that we should believe on the name 
of his Son Jesus Christ, and love one another, as 
he gave uscommandment.’ Here are faith and 
works. And we fear the faith of those cannot be 
of the right kind, whose works consist in consign- 
ing their brethren to endless misery. This is cer- 
tainly as great an evil, and savours as much of 
hatred, as any thing an enemy could do! J.C. quotes 
Rey. xx. 12. Of this we remark—The day of judg- 
ment, is the gospel day—which continues until 
Christ in his Mediatorial kingdom subdues al! 
things unto himself. Christ sits on the throne, a 
King—when he came, the earth and the heaven (the 
Jewish earth, dominion; and the Jewish heaven, 
their church,) fled away, &c. The dead are man- 
kind, dead in trespasses and sins—the books are 
now open—the books of nature, of the law, and of 
the gospel, or life—they who attempt to justify 
| themselves by the book of nature, or the book of 
Moses, the law, are now judged out of those books, 
to which they look for justification, and not being 
justified, their own consciences condemning them, 
they are, in apprehension, cast into the lake of fire, 
figurative of the sufferings which proceed from un- 
certainty relative to a future state. For it is ac- 
cording to their works, that they are judged. Con- 
sider this language highly figurative, and the diffi- 
culty vanishes. The sea is the Gentiles. And 
who are in ‘ death and hell? Ans. All unbelievers! 
It is remarkable, that ‘ death and hell give up their 
dead,’ and ‘death and hell are cast into the lake of 
fire, this (emphatically) is the second death.’ Let 
it be noticed, that those who are not found written 
in the book of life, (the gospel, do not believe, &c.} 
are cast, not into hell, (darkness, unbelief, for they 
were there before,) but ‘ into the lake of fire.’ It is 
likewise remarkable, that the Jews are not included 
here. The Jewish church and dominion fled away 
at the coming of Christ, and there was found no 
place for them. On this passage, we at present 
make only one remark more—If any person sup- 
poses this brief view incorrect, and that the 
things here mentioned take place in a future 
state, after the general resurrection, at the fina! 














TT? 

J. C. introduces his fifteenth paragraph, by 
quoting Matt. vii. 22. We have only room to re- 
mark—that very many are now saying ‘ Lord, 
Lord,’ and the reason they do not enter the king- 
dom, of heaven is, because they do not do the will 
of the Father, which is, ‘that all men shall be 
saved, and come unto the knowledge of the truth.’ 
When they do his will, and love al, and are willing 
that all shall be saved, and believe it, they will enter, 
and not before ! And those who do his will, and be- 
lieve all will be saved, build their house upon a rock, 
and the flood of Calvinists, or rain of Hopkinsians, 
and Arminians,will never destroy it. But the foolish 
man, who heareth the sayings, but doeth them not, 
does not believe them, his house, or peace, is over- 
thrown by every wind of doctrine. 

J.C. in his sixteenth paragraph, considers, &c., 
that ‘ obedience is essential to salvation,’ &c. Grant- 
ed. It is essential; but it is not a condition. It is 
impossible for a man to sin, and be happy. J. C. 
finally sums up all in the new birth. He that is 
‘born again,’ will certainly be saved. This, none 
will dispute. Weask, Is the ‘ new birth’a cause, 
or effect?) None, we think. will dispute that it is 
the effect of a cause. Is faith the cause? If so, a 
man must have faith before he is born again ; for an 
effect must be posterior to the cause! Works, we 
presume, no man will say can be the cause—in fine, 
we think the very idea of this‘ new birth’ being the 
work of man, is absurd. For the man is not the 
actor, but is acted upon. The figure is natural. 
Who will presume to say, that he procured his own 
birth? Christ has settled this question. He that is 
* born again,’ is born of the Spirit; and as we hear 
the sound of the wind, but cannot tell from whence 
it cometh, nor whither it goeth, so is every one that 
is bora of the Spirit. Now we shall contend, that 
any birth which man has a hand in, and which is 
produced by his works, or faith, is not of the 
Spirit! 

J. C. commences his seventeenth paragraph as 
follows—* It will perhaps be objected, that an 
apostle hath said,‘ By gruce are ye saved, through | 
faith, and that not of 
God.’ But another apostle (James) has said, * By 
works aman is justified, and not by faith only.’ 
Now we tell J. C. that this is evasion; not argument. 
And although J. C. considers that the ‘ fruitful 
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consummation of all things, wesay, PROVE tured with modern theology, she would have dis-) race, throug!) fuith, and that not of ourselves, (for) 


trusted the promises made her, and attempted to itis the gift of God. Not of works, lest any man 
save herself by flight, before the city was attacked. | should boast.’ 

Now we contend, that if there are any whose works| * Now, unto Aim who is able to keep us from fall- 
justify their faith, or who are justified in any sense | ing, and to present us faultless betore the throne of 


by their works, it is the believer in the Universal, | his glory, with exceeding joy—Be honour and 


and Unconditional Salvation of God for a lost 
world. For like Rahab, he believes the promises 
that are made him, and rests in peace and safety, 
until his heavenly Father takes him to happiness and 
heaven! 

Of Paul's declaration J. C. observes—* By grace 
are ye saved.'—True. But then it is by grace through 
faith. Faith, therefore, is essential to salvation, &c. 
Now, we ask the question—How are we saved? 
Ans. ‘By grace.’ What is grace? It is favour. 
What is favour? It is that disposition of the Di- 
woe mind, which regards with mercy, pity, com- 
Brsion and love, lost man. 
vour, or grace, or love of God, which is the cause of 
man’s salvation. It naturally occurs to the mind, 
supposing man is never made acquainted with, or 
arrives at, the knowledge of this love, favour, or 
grace of God, toward him, of what use or value 
can it be to him, any more than natural enjoyments 
are to the brute creation? We answer ;—None at 
all! Can man, of himself, arrive at this knowledge, 
without which he never can be happy ? No! Never! 
Will the favour, grace, or love of God do things by 
halves, and let man for ever continue in a perishing 
condition, when there is enough, and to spare, and 
condemn him to this misery, for being deficient in 
that Anowledge which he can never acquire ? Rea- 
sun, nature, and revelation, cry out against this sup- 
position, as blasphemous—as an unwarrantable im- 
peachment of the purposes of the God of the 
whole earth. God has declared by his prophet, 
‘My people perish for lack of knowledge.’ Not 
for lack of favour, grace, or love in God. This 
knowledge is the faith, the essential thing which J. 
C. contends for—it is through this knowledge, or 
faith, that man arrives at the salvation of God. 


glory, dominion and power, forever. Amen. 


ee 


To the Editor of the Gospel Lerald. 


Sirn—In your last you inserted a picture of 
Calvinism, as drawn by an Arminian, Mr. Fletcher; 
I now beg leave to present youw ith descriptions of 
Arminianism by Calvinists, which, if you think 
proper, I should like to see published in the Gospel 


Herald. 
GamMa. 





It is therefore the fa- | 


* Scarce had our first parents made their appear 
ance, when Satan, the first Arminian, began to 
preach the pernicious doctrine of free will to them, 
which so pleased the old gentlemen and his lady, 
that they (like thousands of their foolish offspring 
in this our day) adhered to the deceitful news, em- 
braced it cordially, disobeyed the command of their 
Maker; and by so doing, launched their whole 
posterity into a cloud of miseries and ills. But 
some, perhaps, will be ready to say, that Arminian- 
ism, hens an error, cannot be the rootof other 
errors; to which I answer, that if it first originated 
in Satan, then I ask, from whence springs any error 
or evilin the world? Surely Satan must be the first 
moving cause of all evils that ever did, do now, or 
ever will make their appearance in this world; con- 
sequently, he was the first 208 aw of the ac- 
cursed doctrine above mentioned. Hence Armin- 
ianism begat Popery, and Popery begat Method- 


ism, and Methodism begat moderate Calvinism, and 


moderate Calvinism begat Baxterianism, and Bax- 
terianism begat Unitarianism, and Unitarianism be- 
gat Arianism, and Arianism begat Universalism, 
and Universalism begat Deism, and Deism begat 











This is the medium—this is the seurce, and there 
is no other! How shall man obtain it? Is it for! 
sale? What is the amount of the purchase-money ; 


yourselves, it is the giftof| and who are the venders of this indispensable requi- | 


site? Ans.‘ I am God; and beside me there is no 
Saviour. Look unto Me, and be ye saved, all the 
ends of the earth, for I am God, and besides me 
there is none else;’ is the language of Omnipotence. 
And we declare none ever looked in vain. And the 





source of the errors of Universalists, is the mis- 


Atheism; and living and dying in the embracement 
of the above evils, or isms, where Christ is, they 
never can come. ‘Thus | consider that Arminian- 
ism is the original of all the pernicious doctrines 
that are propagated in the world, and Destruction- 
ism will close the whole of them” Gospel Maga- 
zine for 1807, p. 16. ‘This was written by the 
Rey. Augustus M. Toplady. 

‘Of the two, (says Huntington the S. 8.*) I 


construction of * single passages,’ we tell him | time is coming, when ‘ all shall know him from the would rather be a Deist than an Arminian; for an 
plainly, that he cannot produce so much as a single | least unto the greatest. Thus saith God the Lord,| established Deist sears his own conscience, so that 
passage, which declares that any man is justified| he that created the heavens, and stretched them | 
to the saving of his soul, by his works, or his faith, | out; he that spread forth the earth, and that which | : Y 4 
or by both together! What isthe fruitful source of! cometh outof it; he that giveth breath unto the | @g#tust the sovereiguty of God, fights most of his 


° , . | 
J.C.’s errors? Not single passages; for he cannot | 


find them! Let James speak for himself— Of his | 


es upon it, and spirit to them that walk therein; | 
have called thee in righteousness, and will hold | 


‘own will begat he us by the word of truth, that we| thy hand, and will keep thee, and give thee for a} Bonnets 
should be a kind of first fruits unto God of his | covenant of the people, for a light of the Gentiles;— are the two necessary supporters of a free-willer’s 


creatures.’ Where now, is the single passage? | 


Does not James testify to the same as Paul? Hear from the prison;—them that sit in darkness out of | Cinianism is the lail 
him—'Do net err,my beloved brethren, every good the prison house. And | will bring the blind by a way | pent; and, wheo the 


tu open the blind eyes;—to bring out the prisoners | 


gift, and every perfect gift, is from (where ? From |(Christ,) they Anew not; I will lead them in paths | 


our faith and works’ No!) above, and cometh 
dewn from the Father of lights, with whom is no 
variableness, neither shadow of turning.’ 


they have not known ;—I will make darkness light 
hefure them, and crooked things straight. These 


Paul | things will Ide unto them, and not forsake them ! | 


likewise says, ‘ We have believed in Jesus Christ; | They shall be turned back ;—they shall be greatly | 
that we might be justified by the faith of Christ, | ashamed, that trust in graven images, that say | 


and not by the works of the law.’ 
we say with James, that ‘faith without works is 
dead.’ Nay, more—It is impossible for faith to 
exist, without producing works! And for a man to 
attempt to show, or prove that his faith is right, by 
exhibiting his faith as evidence that his works are 
good, is as great an absurdity, as to produce a dis- 
jointed heap of machinery, which had never been 
put tegether, or in motion, to prove, or show what 
its effeets would be. Read the whole of James’s 
Epistle, and the subject is explained. Aud we ask, 
How did Rahab’s work justify her? Ans. She had 
Faith to believe the Israelites would capture the 
city and spare her life ; and her works justified her 
faith ; for she made ne attempt to save herself, or 
family, but relied implicitly upon the promises of 
kind treatment made to her by the spres whom she 
received, &e. This is the last passage which an 


Gal. ii. 16. Now | to the molten images, Ye are our gods. 


| 





Arminian should quote. For had Rahab been tinc- 





Hear, ye 
deaf ;—and lovk, ye blind, that ye may see. And, 
in that day shall the deaf hear the words of the 
book ;—and the eyes of the blind shall see out of | 
obscurity, and out of darkness. They also that 
erred in spirit shall come to understanding, and 
they that murmured shall learn doctrine.’ Isaiah | 
xxix. xlii. How appropriate, therefore, are the cun-| 
cluding words of J. C.; and how unanswerable 
their import, by those who contend for conditional | 
Salvation? ‘ That itis of grace, it cannot be denied. | 
And what is there, | would ask, which we possess, 
that is not? It is of God that we live, move, and | 
have our being. They are all of God!’ True, J. C. 
and we entreat you no longer to contend that sal- 
vation is of man, and by so doing, deny the positive 
testimony of the Scriptures, and‘ count the blood 
of the covenant, wherewith you are sanctified, an 


unholy thing.” Remember, that we are‘ saved by 


he goes to hellin the easy chair of insensibility ; 
but the Arminian, who wages war with open eyes 


battles in the very fears and horrors of hell, 
Huntington's Works, vol. L. p. 363. 
Mr. Tuplady insists, that ‘Socinus and Arminius 


coat of arms: for Armivianism is the head, and So 
, of one and the self-same ser- 
head works itself in, it will 
soon draw the tail after it’ A tract of Mr. Wes- 
ley’s, in which the fatal doctrine of Necessity is 
controverted and exposed, he calls, ‘ the famous 
Moorfields powder, aod whose chief ingredients 
are an equal portion of gross Heatheniom, Pelagian- 
ism, Mahometauism, Popery, Maneheism, Ranter- 
ism, and Aotinomianism, culled, dried, pulveriaed, 
and mingled with os much palpable Atheism as 
you can serape together” * Tvery much question, 
‘says he) whether an Arminian can go to heaven;’ 
of course he must have supposed that Mr. Wesley, 
as the Arch-Arminian of the age, bore about him 
the dreadful stamp of Reprobation. 

The Calvinists represented Wesley to be ‘as 
weak as he was vicious; he was like amonkey, an 
eel, or a squirrel, perpetually twisting and twining 
all manner of ways.’ ‘ Aod for his doctrine, it was 
the most God-dishonouring and soul-distressing 
doctrine of the day; it was one of the prominent 
features of the beast; it was the enemy of God, 
and the offspring of the wicked one; the insolent 
brat of hell. Arminianism was the — spiritual 
pestilence which had given the Protestant churches 
the plague: like a mortal scorpion, it carries a sting 
* Signer Saved. 
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in its tail, that afleets with stupefaction, insensibility 
and death, all whom it strikes.’ 

On the other hand Fletcher says in his Cheeks, 
in answer to Richard Hill, Esq. author of Pietas 
Oxoniensis, and a rigid Calvinist,‘ You deery illus- 
trations, and I do net wonder at it; for they carry 
light into your Babel, where it is not desired. The 
father of errors begets Darkness and Confusion. 
From Darkness and Confusion springs Calvinism, 
who, wrapping bimself up in some garments which 
he has Stolen trom the Truth, deceives the nations, 
and gets himself reverenced in a dark temple, as if 
he Were the pure and free gospel. ‘T'o bring him to 
a shameful end, we need not stab him with the dag- 
ger of calumny, or put him upon the rack of perse- 
cution. Let him only be dragged out of his ob- 
security, aud brought unmasked to the open light, 
and the silent beams of truth will pierce him 
through! Light alone will torture him to death, 
as the meridian sun does a bird of night, that cannot 
fy from the gentle operation of its beams.’ 
aad 


To the Editor of the Gospel Herald. 


Sin—The enclosed Appeal, was handed to me 
by a Unitarian, and as itis too obscure for my 
comprehension, should be happy to hear your com- 
ments upon it. 

Respectfully Your's, 


A. ¢ 


UNITARIANS’ APPEAL. 


The doctrines of Unitarianism having recently 
been made the object of the most unfounded oblo- 
quy and misrepresentation, it is thought proper to 
offer our Christian Brethren a plain and explicit 
statement of our religious opinions. 

We believe that the New Testament contains a 
faithful record of all-important Revelation which 
Giod made to mankind by Jesus Christ.—We be- 
lieve in the divinity of our Lord’s doctrines and 
mission. We believe him to be “ the Christ, the 
Son of the Living God.” 

We believe that Jenovan, the Gop ann Faruer 
of our Lord Jesus Christ, is the onty TRUE Gop, 
because our Saviour expressly declared it. We be- 
lieve that He is the ONLY PROPER OBJECT OF RELI- 
G10U8 WORSHIP, because our Saviour expressly de- 
clared this also, and, by precept and by example, 
taught his disciples to pray to the Farner, and to 
uim atone. We believe that the Farner is the 
original Source of every blessing, and that His 
FREE UNMERITED GRACE is the soLE ORIGINAL 
serine of the Salvation which is by Christ, be- 
cause such is the express and uniform language of 
the New ‘Testament.—John xvii. 3; Matt. iv. 10; 
vi. 9; xxvi. 39; John iv, 23,24; xvi. 23; Eph. i. B; 
Til. iii. 4—7. See also Deut. iv. 35; vi 4; xxxii. 
89; Isa. xiv. 5, 21, 22; hii. 13; Mark xii. 29—332; 
Rom, xvi. 27; 1 Cor. viii. 4—6; 1 Tim. ii. 5; Phil. 
iv. 6,7; Exod. xxxiv. 14. 

These fundamental priaciples appear to us dis- | 
tinctly, plainly, and expressly taught in various | 
parts of the Scriptures ; and we see no proof what- | 
ever, that these teach any thing inconsistent with | 
them. Itisindeed impossible that revealed truth | 
can be inconsistent with itself; and we hold that! 
whatever (through the imperfeetion of human lan- | 
guage) is obscure, or of doubtful meaning, ought, in | 
reason and common sense, lo be interpreted by the | 
clear and express declarations of the vighures in| 
other parts. 

In the foregoing principles all Unitarians 
agree; on other points we differ asto the teachings | 
of the Scriptures. Some, for instance, hold that 
eur Saviour existed before his human birth ina! 
state of great glory and happiness; others, that he | 
was, as to nature, * in all respects like his brethren.’ 








But as he ascribes all his powers, and refers all his 
authority, to the Father who sent him,—as he ex- | 
pressly says, ‘My Father is greater than I,’ and | 
declares that he did not himself know the time! 
when his prophecy respecting Jerusalem would be | 
fulfilled, we ak believe in his subordination to the 

Father, and dependence upon Him; we all believe 


in the Absolute Unity and Unrivalled Supremacy 
of Jehovah, the Almighty, All-wise, and All-gra- 
cious Creator and Preserver of all things, the God 


| depend, not on our own merits, nor on the merits of 
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and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ ; and there- 
fore, follow ing what we think the absolute commands | 
of God himself, we strictly confine our worship to 
Gop even the Fatner. See Matt. xx. 23; xxviii. | 
1%; Mark xiii. 32; John v. 26, 27, 30; vii. 16; xii. | 
49; xiv. 10,28; Eph. i. 17, 19, 22. 

Nevertheless, we cordially receive whatever the | 
Scriplures teach respecting the Lord Jesus Christ. | 
We believe in his divine authority; that his words | 
are the words of the Father who sent him; that} 
tor bis obedience unto death, Gop exalted him to! 
be Lord over the dead and living, and to be our 
final Judge ; and that he is therefore entitled to our 
reverence, faith, and submissive obedience. We be- 
lieve that he gave himself for us, to redeem us from 
all iniquity; that by his submitting unto death, | 
even the death of the cross, he conveyed and assured 
to us the blessings of the new covenant, pardon and 
everlasting life; that we have redemption through 
his blood, even the forgiveness of sins; and that he 
is therefore entitled to our warmest gratitude and 
love. We believe that he set usa pertect example | 





|of piety towards God and love to man, of humility, | 


patience, self-denial, and all other virtues ; and that} 


‘he is therefore entitled to our admiring venera- | 
| tion. 


We do not believe the Holy Spirit, or Spirit of 
God, to be a distinct being from God himself. We 
regard the expression as denoting, in the Scriptures, 
either God himself, or most commonly, the influ- 
ence or agency of God in whatever way employed, 
and particularly his miraculous agency. 

The Gospel appears to us to promise its blessings 
of forgiveness and eternal salvation, only to those 
who comply with its terms, ‘ repentance toward 
God, and taith toward our Lord Jesus Christ, — 
such faith as produces religious obedience, the re- 
gulation of the heart and lite by Christian princi- 
ples and precepts. Nevertheless, we believe, that 
‘in every nation he that feareth God, and worketh 
righteousness, isaccepted with him.’—We reject, 
as utterly unscriptural, the doctrine of Satisfaction, 
and every other which represents the death of 
Christ as rendering God merciful, or as enabling 
Him to extend his mercy to the sinner: but we fee! 
the sinner’s hope to be abundantly strong and con- 
soling, while resting on the covenant of grace, made 
by the God of love and mercy with his guilty crea- 
tures, through his beloved Son and Servant, Jesus 
Christ,sealed by the blood of our Saviour,and attest- 
ed by the mighty power of his God and Father. We 


any other being, but on the grace of God in Christ. 

As to the precise nature and duration of the fu- 
ture punishment of the wicked, there is among 
Unitarians, as among other sects of Christians, 
much diversity of opinion; but that they will be 
great and dreadful we allagree. We receive, with 
profound reverence, the awtul declarations of Reve- 
lation respecting it. We believe that * we must all 
appear before the judgment-seat of Christ; that‘ he 
who soweth to the flesh, shall of the flesh reap 
corruption:’ and that ‘indignation and wrath, 
tribulation and anguish,’ will be awarded ‘ to every 
one who dveth evil,’ in the day when God ¢ shall 
judge the world in righteousness by that man 
whom he hath ordained.’ 

Such are the religious opinions which are so 
much and so unjustly ‘ spoken against.’ Unitarians 
have no Creed, no Rule of faith or practice, except 
the Seriptures. They maintain the right, and feel 
the duty, of private judgment; and therefore 
there must be among them differences in opinion, 
and in modes of expression. But the foregoing 
may be depended upon as a correct representation 
of the sentiments of Unitarians in general. 

* Whosoever shall do the will of my Father who 
isin heaven, the same is my brother, and sister, and 
mother.’— He that hath my commandments, and 
keepeth them, he itis who loveth me.’ Such are 
the words of the Lord Jesus. 

‘If any man trust to himself that he is Christ's, 
let him of himself think this again, that as he is 
Christ’s, even so are we Christ's. 


REMARKS. 
We regret that the limits of our paper, lessened 





by the claims of our correspondents, will not permit 


us to examine in detail the above * Appeal’ we, 
remark, however, as our opinion, that had this 
* Appeal’ been published to the world, previously to 
the delivery of the‘sermon before the New-England 
Society,’ by Gardiner Spring, it would have ope- 
rated upon his mind,sufficiently to have softened the 
asperity of his aspersion of their principles, and 
their tendency. For we question whether any per- 
son in the quiet possession of his reason, can read 
* Hopkins’ System of Doctrines’ without noticing 
their inconsistency, or observe their effects, on his 
disciples, without tracing by analogy the cause ;— 
and this Appeal, naving the same clatms to admira- 
tion, with * Hopkins’ doctrines,’ we think it would 
be very uncharitable, to suppose that it would not 
have the same effect! And co long as inconsistency, 
and absurdity, is the read to ecclesiastical prefer- 
ment and honour, we think the Hopkinsians, and 
Unitarians, have equal claims; and that the smiles 
and sympathy of the public shouid be distributed 
with equai hand on all occasions, where they rise, 
or fall, in the tube of the orthodox thermometer, 
They appear to be graduated upon the same scale. 
and it only requires an uniformity in the state of the 
religious almusphere, to make them rise or fall to- 
gether! 

There exists, of necessity,in all hypotheses, (as in 
truth, of which they are a substitute,) primary, or 
leading principles. And these principles being pre- 
misses, from which all their conclusions are pretend- 
ed to be deduced, and which conclusions in all their 
ramifications, in the aggregate, composing the 
whole of the hypothesis, there is a key to them, 
which will not only unravel their mysteries, but de- 
tect their errors, by showing their incongruity, and 
the inconsistency of the conclusions with their pre- 
tended premisses. There exists a striking jikeness 
between the Hopkinsian and Unitarian premisses; 
and, as might be expected, a great similarity in 
their conclusions. And as it is an established fact, 
that there is not, even in nature, any two things of 
the same species perfectly alike io all their appear- 
ances ; so, of necessity, there must exist a dissimi- 
larity in appearance, even between these. De- 
structive effects, however diverse in appearance 
their origin, have one strong claim to affinity ; for 
causes which produce much mischief, must always 
be classed together. And when effects are the 
same, or nearly alike, it is rational to view them 
according to their nature, and measure them by 
their utility, or the mischief which they may occa- 
sion by the pernicious contagion of example. 

The Unitarians and Hopkinsians, both profess to 
believe in one Supreme Cause of all things; and 
both deny the Divinity of Jesus Christ. They both 
profess to believe in an Universal atonement; and 
both deny the extent of the Atonement. There- 
fore, they both contradict their own premisses ; and 
contend for conclusions, which, if true, would damn 
themselves. Our first position, that Unitarians and 
Hopkinsians profess to believe in one Supreme 
Cause of all things, we think will readily be admit- 
ted by all. That they both deny the Divinity of 
Christ, we shall prove. And what may, to some, 
seem a paradox, Fv both confess it in fact; and 
then, as it were, by mutual consent, deny it in fact! 
That the reader may clearly understand the ground 
we have taken—that the comparative merits of the 
parties may be seen, stripped of the tinsel and gauze 
of polemic equivocation—and that each, divested 
of the prejudices of the other, may rest upon 
its own merits, and father its own absurdities, we 
shall, first, inquire what is meant by ‘ Divinity ;’ 
and then the claims of the contending parties to a 
pre-eminency in orthodoxy will be manifest. 

( To be concluded next week.) 
—_—_~— 
TO CORRESPONDENTS 


Gideon and J.C. are received,and will my! peer maces 
Philo-Logos. Philotheus is received ; but, if he wishes bis 
sentiments to be published in the Gospel Herald, in 
their present shape, our Prospectus will inform bim of 
the conditions. If be prefers altering the phraseology, 
he can obtaia his communication at the office by asking 
for it. 
—<— 
Errata—Page 184, Ist col. 22d line from the top 
for Heb. iii, 6. read Hab. iii. 6. 





